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Inside this issue: 

 
    Please welcome Heather C. to the 
Star Ranch Office.  She started Octo-
ber 3rd and is working Monday 
through Friday and assisting on Satur-
day when needed.   

   She is a hard worker, quick learner and a pleasure to 
work with.   

2 AM Nov 5 
                                                                          by Dina P & Heather C 

   The Halloween party went off like a bang!  Tara Hall looked Spook-
tacular this year thanks to the hard work of the Council. 
   Typical Halloween hits were featured such as Monster Mash, Thrill-
er and Ghostbusters along with some good dance tunes for everyone 
to enjoy.   
   2017 showed us a great turnout of kids, who happily enjoyed the 
special Halloween baggies prepared just for them!  There was a fan-
tastic selection of costumes this year, but after an intense discussion 
between the judges the winners were chosen: 
  

  
 
 

TURN OFF YOUR WATER 

Just a reminder that when residents leave their 

home for an extended period of time or when non-

residents leave their cabin/rv & go home to PLEASE 

shut off your water.              

    Thank You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving Day           November 23rd 
Christmas Eve at noon  December 24th 
Christmas Day              December 25th 
New Years Day              January 1st 
 

November 18th 
Cigar Lounge will be 
at Star Ranch. 
If you don’t find him 
at the outdoor pool 
he will be parked at 
Tara Hall. 

 Best Couple 
 
Pete T & Lisa H 
as Jack Skelling-
ton & Sally 
 

Best Kid Costume 
 
    Dylan L as  
  Necromancer 

 Best Male 
 
Dave P as Genie 
on a Magic Rug 

 Scariest Costume 
 
Grace L as a        
Zombie 
 
 

 Best Female 
 
Tara V as  
Betty Boop 

 Funniest Costume 
 
Paul O as Elmer Fudd 
(who finally got Bugs 
Bunny!) 



December Birthdays 

Russell N 12/5 

Benny B  12/6 

JT T  12/8 

Terry P  12/12 

Heather N 12/12 

Jean M  12/15 

Libia C  12/16 

Travis L  12/16 

Steve G  12/17 

Roy F  12/18 

Pete T  12/20 

Richard G 12/21 

Terry C  12/22 

Tommie N 12/27 

Judy M  12/28 

Robbie M 12/28 

 

November Birthdays 

Diane H  11/1 

Russell S  11/1 

Judy L  11/2 

Carolyn F 11/10 

Lynn D  11/12 

Paul P  11/12 

Caleb L  11/13 

Kat S  11/15 

Allen N  11/18 

Pam W  11/19 

Mike An  11/19 

James R  11/22 

Nan B  11/23 

Carlos G  11/23 

Ann D  11/25 

Bill H  11/27 

David Phi 11/30 

                                            October 14th we had  
              our first work day since      
              the heat of the summer       
              and was very successful.  
                             We had a crew  working 
              on stripping pine tree         
              trunks for the future Tiki 
Bar.  Another crew was working at site G-3 tearing 
down the old uninhabitable mobile home and a 
small crew in the office paining trim.  All quit 
around 1:00, received a ticket for the Silver mem-
bership drawing and filled up on burgers and chips  

January Birthdays 

Diane S  1/4 

Lorraine A 1/6 

Teresa S  1/6 

Phil A  1/7 

Ashley T  1/9 

Bryan D  1/10 

Kathy Mo 1/10 

Andrew N 1/11 

Kathleen C 1/12 

DA G  1/18 

Thomas M 1/18 

Jeani C  1/20 

Hal D  1/22 

Lisa H  1/30 

Octoberfest brought a 

great turnout.  Never 

ending brats, great 

sides, delicious des-

serts and many flavors 

of beer for the 60+ 

attendees. 

Many thanks to all who 

made this one of the 

best! 

          By Ivan & Judy M 

                       
Mike W. 

 Susie V.  Jeanie O 

Nan B 

                            Road Kill Cookoff      
                        by Ivan & Judy Mc 
  
   The annual road kill cookoff is for the adventurous and not the faint of heart   
   Three adventurers brought in their road kill fare and eagerly awaited results from 
three hungry judges….Pete T was third place with alligator chili—and yes, he used real 
alligator meat.  Wanda H. took 2nd place with her lizard lasagna (not a real lizard) and 
Crystal W. was awarded the traveling trophy for her fantastic feral hog green chili (not 
sure if it was a feral hog!).  
   A well attended potluck followed the judging. 
   Thanks to the participants and judges. 
 

 

 

 

 

Henry & Sue F. 

Anthony & Lorena M. 

 Cabin 4 Sale 

 

If you have been looking for a 

cabin that has no water dam-

age, very clean inside with 2 

ceiling fans, inside toilet, out-

side shower, air conditioning, 

small refrigerator, microwave 

and with a screen porch then 

give Rod or Pixie a call.  Our 

cabin at P1 is for sale and ready 

for you to move in (cabin sq ft 

255, porch sq ft 145)  Asking 

$3,750. 

 
December 31st is 
our yearly Pro-
gressive Dinner.   
 
If you are interest-
ed in hosting, ap-
petizers, salads, 
main course or 
desserts, there is 
a sign up sheet in 
the café. 

Please keep Eric G. 
in your thoughts & 
prayers  for the loss 
of his mother 

Pixie M 



 November 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

5 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

6 7 8 

6 PM Potluck 

Music with Phil & 

Phriends 

9 10 11 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

7 PM Bingo 

12 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

Cigar Lounge 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast  

10 AM Board Mtg 

19 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

20 21 22 23 OFFICE CLOSED 

1 PM Thanksgiving Potluck 

 

 

Indoor Games 

24 
      BLACK  
     FRIDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
Indoor Games 

25 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

6 PM Left Overs 

Potluck 

Indoor Games 

26 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

27 28 29 30  
 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

11 Am Decorate Tara 

Hall 

2 PM Cookie Contest 

3 

8:30—10 AM Breakfast 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

8:30—10 AM Breakfast 

10 AM Board Meeting 

10 

8:30—10 AM Breakfast 

9 AM Council 

11 12 13 

6 PM Potluck 

Music with Phil & 

Phriends 

14 15 16 8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

5:30 PM Site Judging 

6 PM Potluck 

6:30 PM Gift 

Exchange 

17 

8:30—10 AM Breakfast 

18 19 20 21 22 23 8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

24 8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

Office closed at NOON 

 

25 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

26 27 28 29 30 

8:30—10 AM Breakfast 

31  8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

5:30 PM  Progressive 

Dinner 

      

December 2017 



Januar y 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

NEW YEARS DAY 

 

Polar Bare Plunge 

 

10 AM Hot Chocolate                         

 

1 PM Potluck  

 

Afternoon Football 

 

2 3 4 5 6 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

7 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

8 9 10 

6 PM Potluck 

with Music by 

Phil & Phriends 

11 12 13 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

 

6:30 PM Poker 

Lesson 

7 PM Poker 

14 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

15 16 17 18 19 

6 PM Birthday 

Dinner 

20 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

 

10 AM Board 

Mtg 

21 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

9:30 AM Chili 

Cook-off Begins 

2 PM Pie Judging 

5:30 PM Pie Auc-

tion 

6 PM Chili Pot-

luck 

 

Bingo 

28 

8:30—10 AM 

Breakfast 

29 30 31    



Why we Celebrate Thanksgiving Every Year….it isn’t What You Think!       (from the Washington Post) 

 
   (There is an enormous amount of misinformation about the origins of the Thanksgiving holiday as we celebrate it today, includ-
ing, when, how and why it became a tradition in the United States.) 
   What Americans think they know about the history of Thanksgiving does not always square with the truth. 
   For example, it is generally believed that in 1621 the Pilgrims invited Wampanoag Indians to a feast in Plymouth Colony to cele-
brate their first harvest, and a good time, with turkey and pumpkin pie, was had by all.  Well, maybe, and maybe not. 
   Historians including those at Plymouth Plantation, a living museum in Plymouth, Mass., say that they do know there was a feast 
that year shared by the colonists and Wampanoag Indians, and Squanto, who had learned English, served as translator.  But the 
one historical account of the actual dinner says venison was served and some sort of fowl, but it does not specifically mention tur-
key.  Pumpkin was available, but it it not likely the colonists whipped up a pie.  Furthermore, sweet potatoes were unknown to the 
colonists, and cranberries may have been served, but not as a relish. 
   There is a lot of misinformation about the Pilgrims, too.  American kids learn that Pilgrims came to the New World in search of 
religious freedom, and they dressed only in black and white, and wore buckles on their shoes.  
No, No, and No. 
   The Pilgrims left Britain in search of religious freedom, but found it in Holland in the early 
1600s, where they found a high degree of religious tolerance.  The reason they wanted to come 
to the New World and establish a colony was to preserve their English identity and for econom-
ic reasons.  Also, they didn’t wear buckets on their shoes, and Pilgrim women dressed in colors, 
including red, green, blue and violet, while men wore a variety of colors, too. 
   If you think Americans have been celebrating Thanksgiving annually  since 1621, guess again.  
Nobody at the time thought of it as the start of a new tradition, and there had been similar 
gatherings elsewhere earlier.  Historians know there was another feast in the colony in 1623, but it was held earlier in the year.  
Different colonies celebrated their own days of thanksgiving during the year.   
   In 1789, George Washington declared Thursday, November 26, a Thanksgiving holiday, but only for that year, and it wasn’t con-
nected to the Pilgrim feast but rather intended as a “public thanksgiving and prayer”. 

   Enter a 19th century author, pot and magazine editor named Sarah Josepha Hale.  She was editor of the influen-
tial Godey’s Lady’s Book for 40 years, from 1837 to 1877, when she was nearly 90 years old.  She and her husband 
David had 5 children.  When David died in 1822, she wore black for the rest of her life.  Hale ws an education advo-
cate and, through the magazine she edited, became a famous figure in the country who set fashion, reading and 
cooking trends.  Washington Irving Jr., Nathaniel Hawthorne and Oliver Wendell Holmes were among the authors 
who published work in her magazine.  She was also a prolific author, writing dozens of novels and books of poetry, 
and penned (or co-penned according to one account) the famous “Mary Had a Little Lamb”, which was published 
in 1830. 

   Hale, who was highly patriotic, read about the 1621 feast of the Pilgrims and became captivated with the idea of turning it into a 
national holiday.  She published in the Goody’s Lady’s Book recipes for turkey, stuffing and pumpkin pie and started traditions that 
had nothing to do with the colonists.  She began lobbying campaign to persuade President Abraham Lincoln to make Thanksgiving 
an official annual holiday, using her magazine to build public support by writing an editorial eve-
ry year starting in 1846.  She also sent letters to all governors in the United States and territories.  
In 1863, Lincoln did set Thanksgiving as an official holiday to be celebrated on the 4th Thursday of 
November every year. 
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Ivan & Judy M 

Tyler & Heather C 

Dina P 

Michelle G 

               COG Staff 

Rod M        General Manager     

Paul O        Maintenance 

Dina P        Housekeeping 

Pixie M      Office Supervisor      

Heather C Front Office 

Abby P      Front Office   

                                   Board of Directors 

President          Mike W    taz4951@yahoo.com              512-423-0659 

Vice President  Wanda H  whannah@austin.rr.com       512-273-2453 

Secretary         Larry S    lsilvey@gmail.com                      512-417-8685 

           DA G      dkjdag@swbell.net                    512-426-0423 

           Ken W    kwilson40@twc.com                 512-563-3104 

Treasurer         Rod M    mac.clanahan@yahoo.com       512-229-6593 

Corporate Secretaries:      Linda M     Gary H 


